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The Whiskey Descriptor List 
 

Color: Is it light gold, bright copper or rich amber. 
Body: Light, Medium or full bodied. 
Nose: Which aromas do you smell. 
Palate: What characteristics do you notice? Soft sweet, rich, fruity, peppery, spicy. 
Finish: Does the flavor remain for a long time or disappear quickly? 
 
When you taste and think to yourself: You might write or say: 
Sweet Vanilla, Coconut, Almond, Cherry, Milk 

Chocolate, White Chocolate, Maple Syrup, 
Caramel, Toffee, Honey, Butterscotch, 
Marshmallow, Brown Sugar, Molasses, 
Sorghum 

Woody Pine, Cedar, Oak, Sawdust, Tannin, Black 
Tea, Banana Peel, Citrus Rind, Dark 
Chocolate, Coffee, Leather, Tobacco 

Spice Cloves, Cinnamon, Anise, Nutmeg, Pepper 
Floral Lavender, Rose, Geranium, Cut Flowers 
Fruity Apple, Pear, Peach, Banana, Apricot, Fig, 

Raisin, Lemon, Lime, Orange 
Green Hay, Mowed Grass, Herbaceous 
Smoke Campfire, Wood Fire, BBQ 
Egg, Rubber Sulfur 
Peat Iodine, Medicinal, Band Aids, Peat Moss 
Nutty Walnut, Hazelnut, Pecan 
Heat/Sting Mustard Seeds, Wasabi, Chili Peppers, 

Higher ABV (Alcohol by Volume) 
Cool/Sting Menthol, Mint, Spearmint, Peppermint, 

Higher ABV 
The flavor didn’t last very long. This is an approachable, light whiskey. 
This whiskey filled my entire mouth with 
flavor 

This is a robust, rich whiskey. 

This whiskey coats my mouth and lingers. This is an oily whiskey. 
This whiskey is silky and easy. This is a creamy whiskey. 
This whiskey burns, tastes harsh. What a long, warm finish, higher ABV. 
This whiskey is “winey” or taste of wine. This might be a sherry whiskey, aged in 

wine barrels. 
 

Our Fellowship supports RI sanctioned clean water initiatives. 
 

www.WhiskeyDram.org 
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