CHAPTER (NAME HERE)

BY LAWS

ARTICLE 1 – NAME
Section 1.1. The name of this Rotary Whisk(e)y DRAM Fellowship Chapter shall be (Name Here), hereafter referred to as the “Chapter”. This chapter covers the entire geographic area of District _____ .
ARTICLE II – PURPOSE

Section 2.1. The purpose of the Chapter shall be to promote a fellowship among Rotarians and non-Rotarians by creating opportunities to learn about whisk(e)y, food pairings and other topics related to the appreciation of all whiskies produced worldwide. The organization will host events at the homes and businesses of Rotarians who volunteer to serve as hosts. This Rotary Fellowship shall operate in compliance with Rotary International’s policies for Rotary Fellowships, but it shall not be an agency of, or controlled by, Rotary International.
ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

Section 3.1. Membership in the Chapter shall be open to all people of legal drinking age.
Section 3.2. Local chapter members must be members of the Rotary Whisk(e)y DRAM Fellowship.

ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS

Section 4.1. The Chapter shall be administered by at least four Officers including the President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. One person can hold no more than two officer positions. At least 3 Officers shall be active Rotarians. The terms of Officers shall be one year and shall coincide with the Rotary year, i.e., 1 July through 30 June.

Section 4.2. The Officers shall perform the duties and functions attached to the title of their respective offices, together with such other duties as may be prescribed by the Chapter Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V – BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 5.1. The Chapter shall be governed by a Board with no fewer than five members, including the Officers. The number of Directors shall be self-determined by the Chapter Board.

Section 5.2. Terms for Directors may last from one to three years. Directors’ terms are renewable for up to six years. After six consecutive years of service, Directors are ineligible to serve until three years have passed. Terms shall coincide with the Rotary year.

ARTILE VI – MEETINGS

Section 6.1. An annual meeting of the members shall take place at the District Conference each year, or elsewhere as determined by the Chapter’s Board of Directors. At this meeting, the election and installation of incoming Directors and Officers and other business shall take place. An email election is allowable if the Directors feel it is in the best interest of the Chapter.
Section 6.2. An annual meeting of the outgoing and incoming Chapter’s Board of Directors shall take place immediately subsequent to the annual meeting of the members.

ARTICLE VII – ELECTION OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS

Section 7.1. At its annual member meeting, the members shall nominate and elect the Chapter’s Board of Directors and Officers. Incoming Board Members and Officers of the Chapter shall take office on the next July 1st.

Section 7.2. A vacancy in the Chapter’s Board of Directors, or any office, shall be filled by action of the Chapters Board of Directors.

Section 7.3. A Director or Officer may be removed from office by a two-thirds vote of the Chapter’s Board of Directors, or, by a two-thirds vote of the membership.

ARTICLE VIII – FISCAL MATTERS

Section 8.1. The fiscal year of the Chapter shall be the same as the Rotary year.

Section 8.2. The Chapter’s dues shall be set by the annual meeting of the incoming and outgoing Board of Directors and shall be due on 1 July of each year. The Chapter’s dues shall be of a reasonable amount.

Section 8.3. Funds shall be deposited in a financial institution approved by the Board of Directors.

Section 8.4. Publication of the annual report of activities and financial statement reports will be presented annually to members and a copy to the International Rotary Whisk(e)y Dram Fellowship by 1 October of each year.
ARTICLE IX – COMPLIANCE WITH RI POLICIES

Section 9.1. The Chapter shall comply with Rotary International’s policies for Rotary Fellowships, as set forth in the Rotary Code of Policies. The Chapter’s Board of Directors and Executive Officers shall familiarize themselves with these policies and any amendments to these policies as adopted by the RI Board of Directors from time to time.

Section 9.2. These By Laws shall be reviewed every three years. These By Laws have been reviewed and approved by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE X – BY LAW CHANGES AND AMENDMENTS

Section 10.1. These By Laws can be changed or amended by a two-thirds vote of the Chapter Board of Directors. Notification of the potential change must be given to the membership 30 days prior to the vote. Notification must be given to the membership immediately after any change in the By Laws is enacted.
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